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changing his belief. There would be an end to all decency and
reason if such fasting became effective. As the author of fast-
ing as a weapon in Satyagraha, I must state that I cannot give
up an opinion honestly held even if the whole world fasts against
me. I might as well give up my belief in God because a body
of atheists fasted against such belief. The rule of conduct stat-
ed by me is of universal applicability. Incidentally, 1 may men-
tion that the fasts reported of prisoners in some U.P. jails and
now of persons aggrieved by the decision of the Parliamentary
Board elsewhere fall under the same category though for differ-
ent and sound reasons.

Poona, 22-2~J46
Harijan, 3-3-1946
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STATEMENT ON GENERAL AVARI'S FAST
Letters and wires continue to come to me seeking my aid
in saving General AVari's life which seems now to be sinking.
I know Gen, Avari. He is a lovable worker. But I know too
that he is often improperly obstinate. The present occasion is
a case in point. If a man however popular and great he may be,
takes up an improper cause and fasts in defence of the impro-
priety, it is the duty of his friends (among whom I count my-
self), fellow workers and relatives to let him die rather than that
an improper cause should triumph so that he may live. Fairest
means cease to be fair when the end sought is unfair. Let me
say once more where Gen. Awari's end is improper and unfair.
He may be wholly right in his statement that a great wrong has
fbeen perpetrated by the Central Parliamentary Board of the
^bngress. But who can right the wrong ? Not Sardar Vallabh-
feBai P^tel as Gen, Avari tells me he can. He is but an indivi-
,'tsii Sardar though he is. He has pronounced the decision of
Board. A judge cannot review his own judgment. The
^saf. is out of the picture. The Central Board cannot, must
review its own judgment. It has n6 authority. No institu-
ti caia &et capriciously in a well managed democracy. Gen,